
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



De Tresal: Origines du Schisme Anglican 1 13 

large space given to native races and to the relations between Euro- 
peans and natives, and to the fact that while other books which deal 
with the history of European expansion rush past Africa to Asia, here 
you find what you may often have wondered at but have rarely found 
explained. In return the book would have gained had greater attention 
been paid to the relation of European expansion in Africa to that in 
Asia, though such a perspective would have made the book somewhat 
less exclusively a history of South Africa. In any case, Dr. Theal's 
industry and ability have here a fitting embodiment. 

Alfred L. P. Dennis. 



Les Origines du Schisme Anglican (1509-1571). Par J. de Tresal. 
(Paris: Victor Lecoffre. 1908. Pp. xxiii, 460.) 

This book is one of the volumes which compose the Bibliotheque de 
VEnseignement de VHistoire Ecclesiastique initiated in 1897 at the sug- 
gestion of Leo XIII. with the avowed object of producing a " histoire 
ecclesiastique universelle, mise au point des progres de la critique de 
notre temps ". Save for the first chapter of 21 pages, which treats of 
the earlier reforming movements in England, the book deals with the 
history of the English church from the accession of Henry VIII. to 
the excommunication of Elizabeth. 

In his preface, the author expresses his desire to write " un recit 
impartial, clair et puise aux bonnes sources ", but this laudable intention 
has not been very fully carried out in practice. The closing pages of 
the book form a startling contrast to its earlier professions of impartial- 
ity. After telling us that the Anglican church " ne sort pas des en- 
trances de la nation ", but originated in the " caprice d'Henri VIII. pour 
une jeune fille irlandaise ", M. de Tresal concludes with a hope that 
" quand l'fitat aura retire son patronage a leur figlise " Englishmen 
will remember " que Henri VIII. et filisabeth ont fonde le schisme 
contre la volonte de la majorite de la nation " and turn a sympathetic 
ear to the call of the Church of Rome " qui a besoin de l'esprit raison- 
nable et pratique, des fortes qualites morales de la race anglaise ". 

To follow every winding of the somewhat tortuous path by whch M. 
de Tresal connects these two opposing standpoints would demand far 
more space than is allotted to this review. It may not however be 
amiss to point out a few of the most important causes of his divaga- 
tions, especially as they are common to many of the Catholic historians 
of sixteenth-century England, who profess to write according to the 
canons of modern historical criticism. In the first place, our author's 
bibliographical knowledge leaves much to be desired. He is either un- 
acquainted with or else wilfully disregards a large majority of the 
scientific works dealing with his field which have been published since 
1900. In the second place, he looks to such high-church and semi- 
Romanist historians as Dixon and Gairdner as representng fairly the 
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Protestant point of view, and scarcely gives his reader an inkling of 
the fact that such authors as Pollard and Fisher interpret the course 
of events in a very different, and, on the whole, more generally accepted 
manner. Lastly, M. de Tresal's knowledge of the political history of 
the period is somewhat scanty; his general standpoint is as essentially 
clerical and foreign as that of most of the men with whom his book 
deals was lay and national, and the net result is that his work totally 
fails to fulfill its initial promise of impartiality. Hence his inability to 
see no deeper cause for the English Reformation than Henry VIII.'s 
passion for the "jeune fille irlandaise"; hence his surprisingly one- 
sided account of the result of the suppression of the monasteries. 

It would be unjust to M. de Tresal to imply that his book is utterly 
without merit. As he rightly says, the period with which he deals is 
little known in France, and there was plenty of room for a work which 
affords, as his does, a fairly clear and readable presentation of one side 
of the case. The pity is that he does not intimate that there is any 
other side, that his book should claim impartiality, when, by a series of 
almost imperceptible gradations, it develops, from what professes to be 
an impartial beginning, almost into the position of a polemic at the end. 

Roger Bigelow Merriman. 

Corpus Schwenckfeldianorum. Published under the auspices of 
the Schwenckfelder Church, Pennsylvania, and the Hartford 
Theological Seminary, Connecticut. Volume I. A Study of 
the Earliest Letters of Caspar Schwenckfeld von Ossig. Editor, 
Chester David Hartranft, Hartford Theological Seminary; 
Associate Editors, Otto Bern hard Schlutter, Elmer Ells- 
worth Schultz Johnson, Hartford Theological Seminary. 
(Leipzig: Breitkopf and Hartel. 1907. Pp. viii, lxxi, 661.) 
Whoever has wandered through the pamphlets and letters of the 
sixteenth-century reformers has grown used to meeting at every turn 
a certain Silesian nobleman, refined of bearing, courteous of spirit, 
affable of address despite a slight hardness of hearing, but uniting with 
his gentleness, as so often do the slightly deaf, an opinionated persistence 
which was the despair of the oracles of Lutheran and Zwinglian ortho- 
doxy. An exile, pushed from town to town of Germany by their dis- 
trust and growing hate, and soon, so far as censorship had power, 
excluded from the printer's aid, his imperturbable individualism found 
utterance still, and notably in long expository letters to the elect souls 
who in all the warring communions gave ear to his peaceful teaching 
of the religion of the spirit and the freedom of the conscience. But 
these epistolary pamphlets, read to pieces by friends or torn to pieces 
by foes, could only in part be gathered up by the courageous disciples 
who straightway after his death (1561) undertook a collective edition 
of his writings; and the four volumes they succeeded in printing, pro- 



